Fremont Lake Association  

2017 Annual Meeting Minutes   5/13/17   9AM   Sheridan Township Hall            

Meeting opened at 9AM.  Board Members in attendance; Bruce Haveman, Dave Landheer, Ken Wolffis, John Sella, & Norm Knorr.  Absent; Doug Nieboer & Nels Johnston .  27 Members & guests attended along with Jerry Dougan, Township Supervisor..

Secretary Report – Minutes of the 6/11/16 Meeting accepted as reported in the Newsletter.

Treasurer Report – John Sella submitted a report of Income & Expenses for 2016 & 2017.  The Membership Dues received during the last 2 years totaled $3,404, Fireworks Donations $2,379,   Expenses totaled $3,561for the 2 years..  The current Balance is $21,803.  Report accepted.  Additional Membership Dues of $475 & Fireworks Donations of $460 were received at the Annual Meeting.
Reports

MSU  Survey – Erick Elgin of MSU summarized the MSU Survey that is available on FremontLake.net. Highlights included: In 1970 Fremont Lake was designated by the US EPA as a “Degraded Lake” that has made significant improvements that included waste water facilities of Gerber & Fremont discontinuing discharging into the Lake, the Carp kill-off in the 80’s & the effectiveness of the invasive weed control.  The result of these & other efforts has made Fremont Lake a relatively healthy lake but continues to have a high sediment base causing the lack of oxygen below 20-30 depth.  A “No Wake Zone” is being recommended to help reduce the fragmentation & growth of invasive species which should promote native weed growth.  Another recommendation is to create a Fremont Lake Management Plan to address long term improvements.  Both of these recommendations are being pursued by the Board.    
Weed Control – BreAnn Graybill from PLM reported on the Eurasian Watermilfoil infestation following the surveys she’s made of the Lake.  Bre indicated a concern other invasive weeds are appearing & is monitoring our lake.  She encouraged residents should be on the lookout for different appearing weed growth & advise PLM or the Board of the location.  The FLA Board has agreed to the 2017 PLM contract proposal to evaluate the weed conditions & recommend a plan of action to manage the weed infestation.  The Special Assessment to fund the 2017 program is managed by the TWP.    

Q&A – Eric & Bre addressed questions on their presentations which included, the problem of nutrient sources from the inlets & possible solutions,  
Lake Level – Dale Twing, NC Drain Commissioner, reviewed the 1978 Court Order that requires the lake being raised 12 inches above the winter level by April 15.  The community’s significant growth & changes in the watershed since 1978 has resulted spring surges could be causing shoreline erosion.  Dale suggested exploring a change in the Court Order be considered.  A comment was made that a delay in raising the summer level would be beneficial for dock installation.  The FLA Board will be investigating this option with Dale Twing & the Circuit Court.    
Bass Tournaments – Bruce Haveman led a discussion on the 14 Bass Tournament schedules he’s found on the web.  Comments included the positive economic impact these events may have on the community as well as the negative environmental impact with all these boats bringing in invasive species from other lakes.     
Fireworks  – Eric Hanson that last year’s display cost was about $7,000 with $1,000 of that for the insurance premium.  The plans for this year’s collaborative efforts are to shoot from the center of the Lake for bigger show that should more visible for the entire community.  He thanked the Association as well as individual members for their contribution & hopes this year’s contribution could reach $10,000.   

Silent Auction – Lia Padilla donated several of her paintings of Fremont Lake & other water scenes.  The result of the silent auction was $75 being donated to the Fireworks.
Elections – A slate of 3 year staggered terms expiring by year was accepted: 


2018 - Doug Nieboer & David Landheer 

2019 – Ken Wolffis & Norm Knorr

2020 – Nels Johnson, Bruce Haveman, John Sella

Additional nominations were asked & some individuals indicated an interest in joining the Board in the future.
Meeting adjourned at 10:28   Norm Knorr – Secretary/Editor   5/13/17
