 Fremont Lake Association  

2019 Annual Meeting Minutes   5/18/19   9AM   Sheridan Township Hall            

Meeting opened at 9AM by Committee Chair, Bruce Haveman.  About 30 members & guests attended along with Jerry Dougan - Township Supervisor, Dale Twing.- Drain Commissioner, Erick Elgin – MSU & BreAnn Grabill – PLM.
Secretary Report – Minutes of the 5/12/18 Meeting accepted as reported in the Newsletter.

Treasurer Report – John Sella submitted a report of Income & Expenses.  Membership Dues received during 2018 totaled $5,011, Fireworks Donations $2,610,   Expenses totaled $1,684.  The current Balance is $19,968.  Report accepted.  Additional Membership Dues & Fireworks Donations were received at the Annual Meeting.
Reports

Weed Control – BreAnn Graybill from PLM indicated a concern that another invasive weed, Starry Stonewort appearing in west Michigan & is monitoring our lake.  Erick Elgin provided vials of the “Star” bud.   Bre encouraged residents should be on the lookout for different appearing weed growth & advise PLM or the FLA Committee of the location.  Erick commented on the improvements made to our Lake since the 2016 MSU Survey.  Bre provided graphs of the reduction of EWM & increase of native weed species were encouraging to the water quality & fisery.  The high population of Wild Cel2ery, a native species, remains a concern.   

MSU Survey – Erick Elgin of MSU commented on the improvements made to our lake since the 2016 MSU Survey.  His presentation included the importance of shoreline restoration & using natural plant habitat to improve the water quality & fishery.  Erick complimented the FLA for implementing the Cooperative Lake Management Program (CLMP) with the DNR.  Scheduled surveys are made during the year that provides data on improvements & progress bring made with our management practices.  He encouraged members to check the FLA website for recent reports.  
Water Levels – Dale Twing discussed the Drain Commission’s role, ability & legal regulations to address the high-water levels on lakes & problem areas throughout the county.  This led to a discussion led by Dale, Erick & Bruce on the FLA efforts to adjust the dates on controlling the lake level starting in 2020.  The adjustment requires a Circuit Court Ruling & we plan to engage an attorney.  The concern of the wash-out of the peninsula on the southeast side was also discussed.  
Bass Tournaments – Bruce Haveman indicated that 8 Bass Tournament are currently registered with the DNR.  DNR & DEQ Preventing Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Blitz – Bruce Haveman outlined the DNR & DEQ collaborative outreach campaign to raise awareness about preventing the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) through recreational boating and related activities.  This educational & public relations program will focus on preventing the introduction and spread of AIS from the movement of watercraft and equipment between water bodies at both public and private boating access sites throughout the state.  Its purpose is to communicate a 2019 Amendment to public Act 251. (Outlined in a separate article in the Newsletter) that requires all watercraft to be cleaned & drained before leaving a launch site.  The AIS Blitz is a state-wide awareness program using volunteers to assist in the state-wide awareness effort at launch sites.  Bruce indicated that our FLA will participate in this program on Saturday, June 29 & Saturday, July 6 at the launch sites.  A sign-up sheet was provided for volunteers to participate in this event.  Bruce indicated that FLA tee shirts will be provided to volunteers.
2018 had 23 tournaments.  We expect tp post dates on our website.      

Fireworks  – 
We were pleased to announce that the 2018 Township Contribution of $2,500 & City of $1,500 were approved to replace the $5,000 benefactor’s contribution we’ve been receiving these many years.  Unfortunately, our benefactor passed away.  We expect the Township & City to contribute $2,500 each in 2019.  These contributions along with the voluntary contributions from FLA members will enable us to meet the $7,000 budget for fireworks & insurance.  Eric Hanson plans to shoot from the center of the Lake again for a show that should more visible for the entire community.     

Elections – A slate of 3 year staggered terms expiring by year was accepted: 


2020 - Bruce Haveman, John Sella, Dirk Schippers

2021 - Doug Nieboer, David Landheer, John Rycenga 


2022 – Ken Wolffis, Norm Knorr

Additional nominations were asked & some individuals indicated an interest in joining the Committee in the future.
Meeting adjourned at 10:45   Norm Knorr – Secretary/Editor   5/18/19
